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THE 


MISSIONS’ 


CARDINAL 


JUNE 29th, besides being the Feast of SS. Peter and 
Paul, will mark this year an especially important anniver- 
sary. Fifty years ago the Church in the United States under 
the Apostolic Constitution “Sapienti Consilio,” came of age: 
on June 29, 1908, it was removed from a missionary status 
and jurisdiction of the Congregation of the Propagation of 
the Faith. 

Americans will rejoice on that great feast day for an- 
other reason as well: one of their beloved Cardinals, Samuel 
Cardinal Stritch of Chicago, has been called to Rome to 
serve with the Roman Curia and administration of the 
Church. 

It is significant that he will be associated with His Emi- 
nence, Pietro Cardinal Fumasoni Biondi, 86-year-old Prefect 
of the Congregation of the Propagation of the Faith whose 
eyesight is failing. The American Prince of the Church is 
expected to take over the greater portion of the Congre- 
gation’s affairs. 

The Congregation which the American Cardinal will 
pro-prefect was established by Pope Gregory \V in 1622. 
It deals with all matters relating to Catholic missions 
throughout the world and has jurisdiction over areas in 
which the organization of the Church is still relatively 
underdeveloped. 

CATHOLIC LIFE and all its PIME Missionaries of SS. 
Peter and Paul around the world heartily congratulate Car- 
dinal Stritch on appointment to this important post in the 
administration of the Church and prayerfully wish him well 
in the carrying out of his heavy but important duties. 
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May is the month of Mary, 


OUR LADY 
OF 

ALL 
NATIONS 


Our Lady of Czestochowa, Poland Our Lady of Ethiopia, Africa 


ARTISTIC representations of Mary began with the 
the portraits by St. Luke the Evangelist, and artists, it seems, 
will never tire of graphically interpreting her until the 
end of time. No matter where he may be and provided 
he knows something of the story of Christ, the artist will 
find in the Redeemer’s mother an unending fountain of 
inspiration. 

Here are a few portraits of her; few, but enough to 
show that she is truly the mother of all nations. 












‘ femme | 


ily Toi 


Our Lady of the 
Ivory Coast, Africa 


Our Lady of Nigeria, Africa 





Our Lady of Viet Nam 





IN MARCH 1957, Mr. Ed Brand—Protestant, paralytic 
and wheel-chair pilgrim—journeyed to Lourdes accom- 
panied by his wife. He had been helped in getting there 
through a fund raised by fellow Detroit Times staff mem- 
bers, and their generosity was matched by the hope that 
their confrere would return cured. 

He was not. 

Disappointment, bitterness might have set in, but 
Lourdes had left its mark of another kind. 

CATHOLIC LIFE is happy to bring you Mr. Brand’s 
account of Lourdes as he saw it and in this issue we pre- 
sent part one of his story. 














THE WONDER OF LOURDES 


by Ed Brand 


The editors of Catholic Life asked 
Mrs. Brand and me, as Protestants, 
to give our impressions of the Shrine 
of Our Lady of Lourdes in France. 

I am a reporter for the Detroit 
Times, skeptical by nature and train- 
ing. At the insistence of devout 
Catholic friends, I went to Lourdes 
seeking a cure for paralysis — and 
didn’t get it. I was neither surprised 
nor disappointed. 

We went to the Shrine a year ago 
this March, choosing an off-season 
period when we could not be influ- 
enced emotionally by torchlight pro- 
cessions and other awe-inspiring 
rituals and ceremonies. We thought, 
we might have a better chance for 
the assistance of those devoted people 
at the Shrine in obtaining a cure. 

We found that among these de- 
voted people there was not a single 
expert on miracles or cures. They 
readily admitted that they did not 


know when a miracle, or a cure, 
would occur — or if it would happen 
at all. 


They had seen literally thousands 
upon thousands of pilgrims, among 
them the faithful and devout, who 
came to Lourdes — and left without 
a healing. 

They had seen agnostics and athe- 
ists receive miraculous cures — and 
they had seen the faithful also receive 
miraculous healings. They didn’t ask 
us to accept their word for it — they 
presented documentary proof. 

They only knew “God works in a 
mysterious way His wonders to per- 
form.” 

We had the rare privilege of living 
on the Shrine grounds and with the 
dedicated members of the staff. For 
some reason unknown to us they 
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accepted us as they might members 
of their own immediate families. 

Our impressions of the staff, the 
majestic and yet simple shrine, of 
miracles and cures, plus the para- 
doxical city of Lourdes itself will be 
given in subsequent stories. 

As I stated in the beginning, I 
didn’t get a cure, but both Mrs. 
Brand and I experienced something 
akin to a miracle. 

You may recall that a few weeks 
ago most of the audience in a Cali- 
fornia theater got a sudden yen for 
popcorn and a certain soft drink. 

The advertising hucksters were de- 
lighted. They had proved the value 
of subliminal perception. By merely 
flashing a message on the movie 
screen so fast that it was not record- 
ed by the conscious minds of the 
audience, but registered in the sub- 
conscious, they had created an im- 
pelling desire for two products. 

Something on the same order, but 
far more transcendent in mystery, 
has been going on at the Shrine of 
Our Lady of Lourdes for the past one 
hundred years. 

To explain: Much to our regret, 
neither Mrs. Brand nor I could ex- 
perience that emotional moment of 
exultation that one hopes to get when 
he stands within touching distance 
of where the Mother of God has 
stood. 

Strangely, when we visited the 
home of Marshal Foch, World War I 
hero, in nearby Tarbes, I was momen- 
tarily thrilled to sit in the room 
where the famous marshal had laid 
plans for many World War I battles. 

Mrs. Brand, however, said she ex- 
perienced no thrill in this shrine 


either, Paranthetically, she was vis- 
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Lourdes is popularly known as the 
land of miracles and cures but many 
a visiting pilgrim to the mountain 
village on the French-Spanish bor- 


ibly shaken and impressed by the 
magnificent and soul-stirring Stations 
of the Cross that extend high up 
above the Shrine in the Pyrenees 
Mountains. 

For ten days, we lived at the 
Shrine, not seeing a newspaper or a 
television set, a play or a movie, or 
even hearing a radio, The time was 
spent in searching and studying rec- 
ords, attending Mass, spending long 
hours talking with the members of 
the staff, and making daily trips to 
the world-famous baths, 

Time passed unbelievably fast. 
When we left Lourdes, we were in 
possession of much valuable informa- 
tion on the shrine and its cures. We 
thought we hadn’t gained much spir- 
itually, with the exception of a high 
and lasting regard for those dedicated 
men and women who comprise the 
staff at Lourdes. 

We were accompanied to the train 
by three of our very devoted friends 

Brother Louis, of the Christian 
Brothers (who once taught school in 
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a e of devotion and prayer to 
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the United States with Brother Law- 
rence, now of Cathedral High School 
in Detroit); Father Pere Andre Cas- 
sagnard, and Sister Mary Patrick. 
We were sorry to leave them, and 
they visibly regretted to see us go. 

Now that the visit to Lourdes was 
over, I felt I was ready to see some 
of the high life in Paris and London. 
An earthy individual by nature, I had 
had quite enough of the spiritual. 

But as Father Cassagnard left the 
train, after giving each of us his bles- 
sing, something happened. Both Mrs. 
Brand and I realized, simultaneously, 
that we must go back to Lourdes. 

It was not an ordinary emotion. It 
was strong, forcefull, impelling. Mrs. 
Brand was crying. I told myself we 
were just leaving some good friends, 
and that this feeling would disappear 
after a visit to the famous night spots 
of Paris and a round of the gay sites 
along the River Seine. 

But this strangely uncanny feeling 
persisted. We found we were not 
interested in the night spots or the 
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SYMBOL OF THE PIME MISSIONARIES' LOVE OF LOURDES 


is this grotto erected by Father Louis Colombo, Father Colombo 

spent months fitting and cementing the stones together and posed 

for this picture when it was all finished. The grotto and altar 

are his tribute to Our Lady during this 100th Anniversary Year 

of her appearances to St, Bernadette, Father Colombo is the 

pastor of St. Joseph's Church at the PIME mission in Springer, 
New Mexico, 








stands for the 
PONTIFICAL INSTITUTE OF 
MISSION EXTENSION 

of which 

THE MISSIONARIES OF 

SS. PETER AND PAUL 
form the American Province. 


It was founded at the direction of 
Pope Pius IX in 1850 and its mem- 
bers preach the message of Christ, 
establish His Church and train native 
clergy in Mission areas around the 
world. 

The PIME Missionaries of SS. Peter 
& Paul in the United States may be 
found at: 


@ U. S. Motherhouse and Hdatrs. 
121 East Boston Boulevard 
Detroit 2, Michigan 

@ SS. Peter & Paul Mission Seminary 
Hebron Heights 
Rural Route No. 5 
Newark, Ohio 


@ Blessed Alberic Mission House 
75 Wortendyke, Box 536 
Emerson, New Jersey 


@ St. Joseph's Mission 
Box 516 
Springer, New Mexico 


10 


music halls and the high life either 
in Paris or London. When we got 
back home, this strange feeling con- 
tinued. We were not even interested 
in our usual television programs, 
theaters or cocktail parties. 


We had no desire, however, to re- 
turn to the home of Marshal Foch 
where I had experienced my thrill. 
Our homesickness seemed to be cen- 
tered only on Lourdes. 

Again I told myself that this feel- 
ing was prompted perhaps by the fact 
that for the first time in our lives we 
had lived with devoutly dedicated 
Christians. 

My old materialistic mind went to 
work again. I came up with what I 
thought to be the answer. Mrs. Brand 
was assuring me there was something 
spiritual about our feelings. Not 
wanting to “disillusion” her, I didn’t 
tell her that what we really wanted 
was to go back and visit these people, 
and that if they died, the feeling 
would pass. 

Since we left there, three friends 
who were very near and dear to us 
have died — Mother Bernadette, the 
Mother Superior at the Asile where 
we stayed, Brother Louis, and Father 
Cassagnard. 

We still want to go back. 

If given the choice of going back 
to the glamor spots of London and 
Paris, or to the Shrine of Our Lady 
of Lourdes, we would unhesitatingly 
choose the Shrine. 

Subliminal perception? 

No, a force far greater than any- 
thing known to man — a force per- 
haps that lingers any place where the 
Mother of God has been. 

We find we are not alone in this 
feeling. Scores of others, Catholics 
and Protestants alike, who have been 
to Lourdes and to whom we have 
talked, have experienced the same 
unexplainable feeling. 

The materialistic mind of an earthy 
man is not geared to rationalize this 
sort of thing. 

(Next installment: 
That Is Lourdes). 


The Paradox 
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worse because there are many as- 
pects which the secular press bliss- 
fully pretends to ignore.” It is bad 
on all levels — political, economic, 
and religious. It is bad not only for 
Catholics but also for Protestants, 
Mohammedans, and Buddhists. It is 
bad for the workers, the intellectuals 
and the students. It is bad for every- 
one, except that small clique of fana- 
tics who form the core of the Com- 
munist party and who manage to live 
on the fat of the land. 

Leaving aside the political aspect 
about which we hear enough in the 
daily press, let us examine briefly 
the religious and economic aspects. 


RELIGION 

A few figures should convince any 
unbiased person of the extent of the 
religious persecution. Before Com- 
munism came, there were in China 
5,000 foreign missionaries; 2,500 Chi- 
nese priests; and well over 12,000 
Sisters. Moreover, there were 2,225 
Churches; over 10,000 buildings de- 
voted to Catholic activities; over 
600,000 children in Catholic schools; 
and thousands of hospitals and dis- 
pensaries manned by religious. All 
that remains today is about 1,000 
Chinese priests the majority of 
whom are in prison or in labor 
camps, or compelled to practice their 
religion in secrecy; only a few chur- 
ches are left open in the large cities 
such as Peking, Canton, Hankow, 
and Shanghai — mostly for the bene- 
fit of foreign visitors, and this is all. 
There is not one school left in the 
hands of Catholics; there is not one 
hospital; there is not one orphanage. 
Thousands of churches have been 
converted into barns or dance halls 
or just ruined and desecrated. Our 
flourishing Catholic grade _ schools, 
high schools and even _ universities 
have been confiscated and are used 
for the Communist indoctrination of 
the youth in China. Our hospitals 
have also all been confiscated. The 
Church has lost absolutely every- 
thing — that is, everything material, 
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everything external but it has not 
lost the heart of its three and a half 
milion Catholics. The heroism of the 
Chinese clergy and of the faithful 
Catholics is beyond description. 
When the history of the religious 
persecution of China is written, we 
will be surprised to find in it pages 
of unequalled heroism — in no way 
inferior to the heroism of the Chris- 
tians in the early centuries of the 
Church under the Roman persecu- 
tions. 


There is one added twist to the 
Communist persecution of religion in 
China today as compared with that 
of the Romans. In those early days 
of Christianity, Catholics were asked 
to sacrifice to idols and if they re- 
fused they were summarily con- 
demned to death and executed; but 
Chinese Communists think they are 
smarter. Chinese Communists do not 
ask Catholics to sacrifice to idols as 
they themselves do not believe in 
them; they simply ask Catholics to 
join their patriotic association and 
to sever connections with Rome and 
the Vatican. Refusal to comply with 
their orders does not bring about a 
quick death as in the old days, but 
rather starvation, imprisonment, the 
forced labor camp. 

The results, however, are the same. 
Temporarily the Church suffers; its 
buildings are confiscated or de- 
stroyed; its external activities are all 
suspended; but the Faith grows. It 
grows in the hearts of the Chinese 
Catholics who remain more loyal and 
steadfast to their religion, it grows 
also in the pagan who cannot help 
but admire the heroic resistance of 
the followers of Christ; and because 
history repeats itself in spite of the 
new twist added by the Communists, 
there is no doubt that the Church in 
China is progressing secretly but 
steadily — and that when this re- 
gime of violence disappears, the 
Church will attain new triumphs and 
a new vigorous flourishing of insti- 
tutions as never before. 
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VICTIM of Red religious persecution 
in China : Bishop Ignatius Kung of 
Shanghai. 


The Chinese Prisoners condemned 
to hard labor trudged through the 
hot and dusty streets of the village 
on their way to work. Flanked by 
heavily-armed Communist guards al- 
ways on the watch to prevent con- 
tact with the population of the vil- 
lage, they walked dazed and with 
downcast eyes. Their faces revealed 
untold suffering and spiritual dejec- 
tion. Curious people loitered about 
the doors of their homes eyeing the 
pitiful group with sympathy. 

One of the prisoners attracted 
more attention than the others. His 
features were those of an intellec- 
tual — and even though long years 
of imprisonment and hard labor had 
reduced him to a walking skeleton, 
it could be easily seen that he was 
not a common criminal. Whenever 
he could escape the attention of the 
guard, he looked around for some 
known face among the people in the 
streets. Finally he recognized one; 
and when finally the guards seemed 
more interested in watching some of 
the girls passing by than the pri- 
soners, he quickly whispered a mes- 
sage to the old friend. “Please go 
and see the Bishop; tell him I am 
still a priest.” Only a few words. 
Words, however, revealing a _ tense 
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CHINA’S 
AGONY 


by Nicholas Maestrini, P.1.M.E. 


Provincial Superior 


drama of heroism and martyrdom. 
.. . For security reasons we are com- 
pelled to withhold the name of the 
priest, the place and the Bishop: this 
valiant priest is still a prisoner. 

He has already served five years 
and nine months as a prisoner be- 
cause he had remained faithful to 
the Pope and Church, His message 
meant this: assure the Bishop that 
despite brainwashing, imprisonment, 
and hard labor, I have not given in 
and I will never give in to the Com- 
munists. His heroic attitude is typi- 
cal of the thousand and more Chi- 
nese priests who, imprisoned in labor 
camps or confined to their homes, or 
in disguise as merchants or laborers, 
still remain faithful to the true ideal 
of Christ. 

This episode which happened re- 
cently in China is typical of the 
“freedom of religion” allowed by the 
Communist constitution and how it 
is interpreted by its Red rulers. 

“Is it true that things in China 
are as bad as the press would like 
us to believe? ... There is no doubt 
that any unbiased and well-informed 
person on matters Chinese can give 
only one reply: “The situation is not 
only as bad as the secular press des- 
cribes it but, in reality, it is infinitely 
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PRESENT TACTICS 
The Communists have _ recently 
formed a new association of so-called 
Christian patriots and labeled all 
faithful Catholics, non-Patriots. This 
association of Christian Patriots is 
formed by a small group of fallen- 
away Catholics with only a few score 
of priests who through brain-wash- 
ing, torture, and imprisonment have 
weakened in their resistance. 

The Red press gives much space to 
specific accusations against the 
Catholics, The Patriots condemn 
Catholics because they submit un- 
conditionally to the Holy See, or be- 
cause they affirm that the Legion of 
Mary isn’t a reactionary organiza- 
tion, or also because loyal priests 
refuse to hear the Confessions and 
deny Holy Communion to the Pat- 
riots. 

A recent Fides report sums up the 
situation in these words: 

“Many Catholics prefer ‘to pray 
at home’ rather than assist at Mass 
celebrated by suspect priests or to 
receive the Sacraments from them. 
They are grateful to the Holy See 
for recent instructions which make 
it possible for them to see more 
clearly and they know, beyond the 
possibility of doubt, that they are 
suffering for Christ and His Church. 


“It need hardly be said that the 
Catholics of China protest the lack 
of religious freedom in their country. 
It is known that they even begged 
the Christians of Europe not to visit 
China because they generally allowed 
themselves to be misled on the sub- 
ject by the services of Communist 
propaganda.” 

The same Fides report gives also 
an idea of the situation of other re- 
ligions Protestant, Mohammedan, and 
Buddhist. 

“The Reverend Yu _ Pei-chang, 
Episcopalian pastor of the church in 
Yengchow (Honon) declared with- 
out any circumlocution: ‘It is intoler- 
able that believers should be govern- 
ed by atheists.’ He compared Chris- 
tians to ‘poor little birds that were 
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ANOTHER VICTIM of Communist 
hate for Religion : Bishop Dominic 
Tang of Canton, 


crushed by the government until 
they could no longer breathe.’ Natur- 
ally the People’s Daily spoke of the 
words of the pastor as ‘poisoned 
arrows that were let fly against the 
Party.’ The paper denounced the 
Reverend Yu as a dangerous Rightist. 

“Also declared as Rightist and 
dangerous was Mussulman Ma Song- 
ting who is something more than an 
average person since he is_ vice- 
president of such organizations as 
the Islamic Association, the Chinese 
Mussulman Cultural Association, and 
the Koranic Institute of Peking. Mr. 
Ma Song-ting is besides, a member 
of the Political Consultative Confer- 
ence of the Chinese People and he is 
well known in Moslem circles in the 
Middle East, where he sojourned on 
three different occasions, especially 
in Egypt. 

“Buddhists, who are numerous in 
China, also had a word to say. Liu 
Ah-hsiu, a member of the Chinese 
Buddhist Association and Director of 
Propaganda of the Provincial Com- 
mittee of Szechwan, spoke against 
the repairing of temples at govern- 
ment expense. This sincere Buddhist 
knows that the motives of the atheist 
government of Peking cannot be pure 
and that this measure is aimed sim- 
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ply at ‘suppressing the independence 
of the Buddhist temples.’ He did not 
mince words when he expressed his 
thought on Party domination: ‘The 
Communist party is the only true 
force of oppression that we have 
known since the Manchu invasion. 
To aid the Party is to aid this power 
of oppression.’ 

‘We are far removed from the 
freedom of religion that is proclaimed 
by the Constitution and by Com- 
munist propaganda.’ ”’ 


CARDINAL SPELLMAN 
DENOUNCED 

That this state of persecution goes 
on is evidenced by continuous re- 
ports gleaned from the Communist 
press. When Bishop Dominic Tang of 
Canton was imprisoned in February, 
the Communist press printed a long 
list of his “crimes.’”’ These crimes 
consisted in having faithfully carried 





out the orders of the Vatican. The 
Communist press admitted that he 
was imprisoned because he had had 
the courage to obey the instructions 
of the Holy See and had refused to 
take part in the so-called “Patriotic 
Associations.” As late as the month 
of March, we understand from the 
Communist official organ of the 
Hopeh Province that Bishop Paul 
Fan of Poutung had been imprisoned 
and tried because he had refused to 
attend the conference organized by 
the Patriotic Association, and had 
excommunicated a few Catholic lay- 
men for attending it. It was in the 
course of this conference that the 
Vatican was reproved as imperial- 
istic because it had failed to punish 
Cardinal Spellman of New York for 
“bolstering the morale of the aggres- 


sive U. N. troops that the U.S.A. 
imperialists are leading in South 
Korea.” 


COMMUNIST BRUTALITY reduced Bishop Alfonsus Ferroni, O.F.M., of 


Laohokow, Hupeh Province, to a mere skeleton weighing 70 pounds. 


The 


determined Bishop lived through his horrible ordeal at Red hands for three 


years and was released to leave for Hong Kong in September, 1955. 
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When in the light of these reports 
we think of the three and a half 
million Catholics in China left with- 
out a priest, without Churches, with- 
out Sacraments, without instructions 
for their children, without anyone of 
the innumerable blessings which we 
enjoy in a free country — and when 
we add to this the fear of starvation 
and imprisonment which is hanging 
over the head of all those who refuse 
to go all out in collaboration with 
the Communists, then we may form 
a real picture of the situation behind 
the bamboo curtain. 


THE ECONOMIC SITUATION 

It is evidently impossible in a short 
article like this one to give a detailed 
account of the economic situation in 
China; however, what we glean from 
the Communist press is enough to 
make us able to assert that the situa- 
tion of the farming classes which in 
China include about 90% of the popu- 
lation—and that is about 500 million 
people—is far worse than it was 
under the previous Nationalist re- 


gime. The “China News Analysis,” 


an independent agency in Hong 
Kong, in a recent report states: 

“The China press, in these last few 
months, has been full of reports on 
food. Numerous editorials have ana- 
lyzed the problem and its conse- 
quences which are admitted to be 
extremely serious. It is too soon to 
expect general reliable statistics, but 
most editorials say clearly that grain 
production is not keeping up with 
growing needs. 


“Another editorial confesses that 
there is no possibility of adding to 
the farmers’ ration and adds cal- 
lously: ‘Our farmers always had a 
hard and frugal life; they are used 
to severe economy at home. In the 
hard days before Liberation, they 
did manage, living from hand to 
mouth, to get a not too hard living.’ 

“If the comparison says anything, 
it is that the farmers’ lot, after eight 
years of the Communist regime, is 
not much improved.” 
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This is an _ obvious’ conclusion 
which is derived also from other im- 
portant factors. It is a well-known 
fact that food production in China 
has always been below the country’s 
needs, and every Chinese Govern- 
ment or regime has had to spend 
huge sums to import rice from for- 
eign markets, especially from Indo- 
China and Siam. The Communists, 
however, import very little food but 
concentrate these days on importa- 
tion of war materials for heavy in- 
dustry from Russia, which they pay 
for in rice and other food. It is not 
hard to believe, therefore, that the 
rumors of famine and_ starvation 
reaching Hong Kong are based on 
truth. Moreover, under the former 
Nationalist regime when disaster 
happened in some areas, there was 
always relief from abroad and es- 
pecially from Catholics as well as 
Protestant organizations. All this has 
stopped with the advent of Commun- 
ism; but, of course, disastrous floods 
continue to occur. In recent months 
news has come out that during last 
Fall an area of one and a half mil- 
lion acres in the Honan Province, 
where the PIME Fathers worked for 
about 100 years, was affected by dis- 
astrous floods. The Autumn crops 
completely failed, thus depriving 13 
million people of their most import- 
ant harvest. When a Communist 
newspaper admits that these floods 
have caused “pronounced pessimism 
among the masses and a conspicuous 
fall in revolutionary productive 
spirit,” we can very well understand 
what it means. 


THE CROSS WILL TRIUMPH 

Two things are certain about 
China today. First, the Chinese peo- 
ple suffer more than they have ever 
done at any other period of their 
history. Secondly, the Chinese Catho- 
lics on the whole remain loyal and 
steadfast in their Faith despite per- 
secution, allurements and one thou- 
sand more devices of the Communists 
to undermine their Faith. 


CATHOLIC LIFE 








oe Ge erent 








_— 
eee 7 = a es Paeeerere eauaiaainaboainauoaid ee eee eee 


WHAT WILL BE THE FUTURE? 

Bleak as the present hour is still, 
our hopes in the resurrection of 
China have never been greater than 
now. The Chinese people have been 
accustomed to invasion by foreign 
powers, but through centuries of 
patient resistance, they have always 
ended by conquering the invader. 
Communism is foreign to the Chi- 
nese mentality as any other foreign 
army which has ever occupied the 
country. Chinese resistance is not of 
the same type as our Western resist- 
ance would be. Their resistance is 
passive but in the long run, no less 
effective than would be a more vio- 
lent Western type of resistance. And 
there is resistance in China to Com- 
munism. Resistance from all sides 
and the Catholic Church is leading 
in this resistance. When the present 
regime is overthrown and everything 
which has withstood it will be hon- 
ored and glorified, then the Church 
will appeal to the Chinese masses as 
the real stabilizing factor in the life 
of their nation; it will appear as the 
only anchor of truth and, no doubt 
then, a large mass conversion to the 
Church will take place. We believe 
in this coming hour and we are pre- 
paring for it. 


BE A MISSIONARY SISTER 


YOUR talents are needed in vital, soul-sav- 
ing mission activities . . . as a teacher, 
nurse, social worker, publicist, and in a va- 
riety of other necessary occupations here in 
the United States and in 11 foreign lands. 
Young women and girls of high-school age, 
desirous of serving God, are welcome! Help 
extend God's Kingdom through the use of 
your God-given talents and your joyful serv- 
ice. Write today for illustrated information 
about the joy of doing for Christ with the 
Missionary Sisters Servants of the Holy 
Ghost. Mention your age and education and 
enclose a snapshot of yourself. Address: 
Vocation Office (C.L.) 
HOLY GHOST CONVENT 


TECHNY, ILLINOIS 








It might be difficult to locate the 
right door leading to the second and 
top floor of Detroit’s Industrial Elec- 
tric factory at 922 Cherry, but once 
having found it, the slow rise of the 
steps beside a rubberized conveyor 
belt prepares one for the simple fact 
that WORLD MEDICAL RELIEF 
means all that the name suggests. 


Reaching the top, one is faced with 
mounds of dental equipment. A look 
to the right and a carpenter is pre- 
paring sturdy crates for shipments to 
Poland. A look to the left beyond 
another stack of hospital] tables, cab- 
inets and chairs and we see two 
other workmen steel-strapping bed- 


springs earmarked for Korea. A quick 
tour through the rest of the floor 
and the visitor gasps in amazement 
at the quantities of medical mercy 
accumulated. 

Retracing our steps to the head of 
the stairway we find a glassed-in cu- 


Mrs. WORLD MEDICAL RELIEF 


bicle, the office of Mrs. Lester Au- 
berlin, foundress and director of all 
WORLD MEDICAL RELIEF activ- 
ity. For five years now, she has 
gathered via phone, personal contact 
and improvisation of every variety, 
tons of drugs, medical supplies and 
equipment. These she has dispatched 
to Catholic and Protestant medical 
missionaries stationed on the far 
corners of the globe. 

How did it all begin? 

“It was a chilly night in '53,” ex- 
plains Mrs. Auberlin, “and on our 
T.V. there flashed the picture of a 
U. S. Chaplain attached to the U.N. 
forces fighting in Korea. He held 
in his arms a Korean lad who was 
to be adopted by an American doc- 
tor and his wife. The M.C. of the 
program pleaded for the thousands 
of other less fortunate victims of 
the tragic conflict in Korea — the 
poor kids who could not begin life 
anew away from their devastated 
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Mrs. Auberlin set up shop in the 
basement of her home but most of 
her time was spent out scouting for 
materials needed by Sister Philo- 
mena. Mrs. Lester Auberlin was now 
a beggar. 

She begged for clothing and when 
she had gathered five full barrels 
from fellow Gesu parishioners and 
friends, they were promptly dis- 
patched to Inchon. Calling on the 
Catholic War Veterans to help her 
in her begging enterprise, she bor- 
rowed trailers to pick up the goods 

promised her by business and pro- 
; fessional people. With this assist- 
ance, Sister Philomena’s orphanage 
: was fully equipped: bassinets, cribs, 
beds, clinical supplies, laundry ma- 
chines, clothes dryers, plumbing—all 
had been contributed by Detroit 
donors. 

Cecilia Fyanes and Mrs. Norman 
Nigro were among the first regis- 
tered nurses to become interested in 
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by Jim Fox 


Mrs. Auberlin’s project. They begged 
for the needed pharmaceutical and 
medical equipment and as a result 
WORLD MEDICAL RELIEF is now 
the beneficiary of huge quantities of 
medicines and medical supplies, un- 
used and discarded (because of im- 
proved formulas and techniques) by 
a large segment of Detroit’s doctors, 
pharmacists and hospitals. The pro- 
fessional men and institutions are 
happy to see these materials put to 
good use overseas. 

As the volume of medical contribu- 
tions increased, Mrs. Auberlin 
phoned Miss Barnes of the Team- 
sters Union and asked if that organ- 
ization might not be interested in 
promoting this philanthropic enter- 
prise. Miss Barnes willingly helped 
contact the city movers for carting, 
crating and moving within the con- 
fines of Detroit proper. Services on 
their part during the first three years 
of W.M.R. activity has been esti- 
mated at $45,000, with a $1,000,000 
worth of materials handled. 

Shipment of these medical neces- 
sities if done commercially would 
be prohibitively expensive but this is 
one headache that is not Mrs. Au- 
berlin’s. With cargoes geared for 
Catholic missions abroad, inland 
freight is paid for by the Catholic 
Relief Services and ocean freight 
charges assumed by the Internation- 
al Cooperation Administration which 
is subsidized by the U. S. govern- 
ment. The I.C.A. also pays the ocean 
freight charges for shipments marked 
for Protestant Mission posts and 
Church World Services pays the in- 
land freight. 
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homeland. There were many need- 
ing help, he insisted, and among 
them the youngsters of the Star of 


the Sea Orphanage at Inchon.” 
“Somehow that M.C. seemed 


be speaking directly to me,” mused 
Mrs. Auberlin, “the message stuck 
and WORLD MEDICAL RELIEF 
was born.” Growing up was a lit- 
tle more difficult and called for 
work: but the Star of the Sea or- 
phanage at Inchon, Korea, under 
Sister Philomena of the Missionary 
Sisters of St. Paul (of Chartres), 
was a beautiful project to start 


growing up with. 


It was a fortress of helpless in- 
fants that had been held during and 


after the Japanese occupation. 


had been severely damaged in the 


Sturdy crating insures safe deliver 


of medical su plies sent by World 
Medical Relieh 
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Two workers steel-strap beds prings 
ear-marked for Korea. 


PHOTOS by J. Fox. 


recent conflict but completely re- 
built and paid for by American GIs. 
Mrs. Auberlin felt it a privilege to 
help in this cause. 

From all reports the orphanage 
building was in good shape but the 
children themselves were having a 
hard time. They could not all go 
out to play at the same time: not 
enough clothing. They slept on the 
floor: no beds. They suffered from 
malnutrition: not enough food. There 
had been 200 youngsters in the old 
building, but there were now 400 
crowding the new quarters, 


WORLD MEDICAL RELIEF in 
fact seems curiously blessed because 
of its deliberate avoidance of any- 
thing akin to an appeal for money. 
Cash donations are turned directly 
over to the Society of the Propaga- 
tion of the Faith for future use of 
W.M.R. when and if needed. “The 
handling of any amount of cash 
would get us immediately involved 
in the very thing that we wish to 
avoid,” Mrs. Auberlin insists. “We 
are more interested in the gathering 
of the goods to fill medical needs, 
not money.” This is but one of sev- 
eral characterisctics making W.M.R. 
a “shocking” institution: it has no 
president, no treasurer, no official 
organization. “Its future,” states its 
foundress, “rests entirely in God’s 
hands.” 

Mrs. Auberlin’s baby institution is 
now five years old and the Auberlin 
home basement has been long out- 
grown. Jennings Hospital and Acme 
Miller Moving and Storage Company 
have both hosted the infant as it de- 
veloped growing pains but it looks as 
though present quarters at 922 
Cherry will be adequate for some 
time to come: its sky-lit facilities 
seem ideal and were obtained with 
the backing of Monsignor Jobs, De- 
troit Director of the Propagation of 
the Faith. 

While Sister Philomena’s orphan- 
age at Inchon, Korea, begins the long 
list of beneficiaries since W.M.R. be- 
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Miss Kate Jordan of the Pax Christi 
Secular Institute selects the medicine 
she and fellow Institute members 
will need to help the sick in Green- 


ville, Mississippt. 
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gan, Cardinal Wyszynski and his 
Warsaw diocese will be listed among 
the latest. The shipment to Poland, 
however, was somewhat different 
than the others before it. The ma- 
terials gathered were the fruits of a 
drive under Detroit’s Monsignor Bor- 
kowicz of St. Stanislaus Church and 
inspired by the plea of visiting Bish- 
op Karol Pekala of eastern Poland. 
American - Polish pharmacists, doc- 
tors, dentists, hospitals throughout 
the city responded to the Bishop’s 
request to the tune of twelve cases 
of drugs and miscellaneous medical 
equipment. These were sent off on 
February 14th. “Another shipment 
will be on its way in late Spring,” 
Mrs. Auberlin informed us. 

But in the meantime there will be 
other réquests from Spain, British 
Guinea, the Dominican Republic, 
Pakistan, Africa — east, west and 
central, and Taiwan (Formosa) to 
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keep Mrs. Auberlin and her faithful 
phalanx of volunteer workers busy. 
Working with a corps of registered 
nurses and under the direction of one 
of these, Mrs. Norman Nigro, thirty- 
five housewives come once a week to 
sort, bottle, pack vitamins and 
drugs (no narcotics). Every Satur- 
day Sodalists from the High Schools 
of the city present themselves to 
continue this work and to help with 
dressings and adhesives. 


This, of course, is far from the 
complete story of W.M.R. and there 
would be little point to writing vol- 
umes. WORLD MEDICAL RELIEF 
is alive, kicking and charging ahead: 
its story is far from finished. ‘What 
we have done here,” says Mrs. Au- 
berlin, “can be done in every city 
in the U.S. Surely the doctors, den- 
tists, pharmacists, hospitals and clin- 
ics in other cities will be as generous 
in giving as they have given here in 
Detroit. They will be as interested 
in the survival of the medical mis- 
sionary as we are. Better still they 
will be glad to help the missionary 
help the sick, suffering and helpless 
in missionlands to survive.” 
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A CROSS FOR PETER: 
A SWORD FOR PAUL 


When Christ began His public life 
on earth the plans, objectives and 
methods for establishing His Church 
were well laid. But He needed men 
to do the job. Two of the men Christ 
chose, although in vastly different 
ways, and, as we will see for very 
divergent missions, were the fisher- 
man Simon Peter and Saul of Tarsus. 

This is the story of these two men. 

By the time Christ was crucified, 
risen from the dead and ascended 
into Heaven, leaving His Church in 
Peter's care, the fisherman from 
Capharnaum had been thoroughly 
prepared for his position as head of 
the Church. 

Christ had made it plain to the 
other Apostles that simple, sturdy 
Peter was to guide the destiny of the 
early Church. The visit of the Holy 
Spirit furnished Peter with the last 
qualification which he needed for his 
job. He was no longer afraid or har- 
bored any doubts about the nature 
of his mission. 

During the first months after the 
tongues of fire hovered over the 
Apostles’ heads, resentment devel- 
oped against Christ’s followers. Peter 
was ordered not to preach in the 
temple but despite this order he con- 
tinued. The wisdom which he had 
received through God’s grace guided 
him and the number of conversions 
was growing. 

Then came the martydom of Ste- 
phen, a young disciple to whom Peter 
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by Robert Fermoyle 


had given permission to preach the 
word of God. Stephen was the first 
to shed his blood for Christ’s Church. 
Directing the stoning of the young 
martyr was a Jew from Tarsus who 
was later to be known as the Apostle 
Paul. 

Paul was an intense young man 
who, like Peter, had been raised in 
the traditional Jewish beliefs. But his 
education and background were far 
different than Peter’s. He was a 
learned scholar and a skilled logician. 
His role as persecutor of the Chris- 
tians grew out of his sincere belief 
that Christ’s claim to Divinity was 
false. He felt it his duty to stamp 
out this group of blasphemers. 

Some time after the stoning of 
Stephen, Paul was traveling to Da- 
mascus from Jerusalem to capture 
and bring back the blasphemers to 
the Holy City. It was on this road 
that Christ appeared to Saul the 
persecutor and where the transfor- 
mation to Paul the Apostle took 
place. 

When Peter first heard of Paul’s 
conversion, he was suspicious. The 
first meeting of the two great Jews 
is said to have taken place two or 
three years later. The marked dif- 
ference in physical appearance must 
have made an incongruous picture. 
Peter stood tall and rugged, while 
the short, even stunted body of Paul 
offered a striking contrast. Peter’s 
less instructed mind was slow to 
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grasp the meaning of what Paul was 
saying about his conversion in his 
rapid, nervous speech. 

Paul spoke of the universality of 
the Church. He claimed that Jewish 
insistence on minute ceremonial ob- 
servances should be discarded so that 
all people could be drawn into the 
Mystical Body of Christ. Peter lis- 
tened and understood, Thus, through 
Christ and the light of the Holy 
Spirit, these two men, so different 
in origin, temperment, and training 
became fast friends. 

It was soon after that God made 
known to Paul his special mission 
to the Gentiles. Paul’s slashing at- 
tacks on the Scribes and Pharisees 
for clinging to the traditional observ- 
ances of the Jewish faith as pre- 
requisites for entry into the Church 
provoked the Apostles to suggest that 
be leave Jerusalem. They were un- 
easy that he might undo the work 
they had done. Finally the Lord 


spoke to Paul in the Temple and 


told him of his mission to the Gen- 
tiles. 

From this time on, the work of 
spreading Christ’s doctrine spread 
swiftly, although not always without 
opposition. The story of Peter’s im- 
prisonment and subsequent flight to 
Antioch where he set up the first 
Episcopal See is well known. There- 
after followed the Council of Jeru- 
salem at which Paul clearly and bril- 
liantly defended the right of non- 
circumcised peoples to enter the 
Church of Christ. 

The Council of Jerusalem left no 
doubt of the universality of the 
Church. But now the missionary 
work of converting the pagans in the 
west was ready to be undertaken 
and Paul left to literally fulfill the 
command he had received from the 
Lord. Peter remained in Antioch and 
worked for the conversion of his own 
people, the Hebrews. 

Eventually the work of spreading 
the teachings of Christ led both of 
these men to Rome. But along the 
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way, Peter had seen the Jews for- 
sake the Church. He must have 
known great sorrow when his own 
people rejected the teaching of 
Christ, but he entrusted their fate to 
God. 

Paul’s missionary journeys had 
been attended by great success. He 
had seen the Greek, the Jew, the 
circumcised and the uncircumcised 
all brought into the true, universal 
Church. But his martyrdom, and 
Peter’s was to end his labors for 
Christ. 

Peter met his death on the Cross, 
being crucified upside down, while 
Paul, as a Roman citizen, had the 
privilege of being decapitated. Both 
are said to thave died in the same 
year; probably 67 A.D. 


Much has been left unsaid here 
about the work of these two men. 
But the Church today speaks elo- 
quently enough of their labors for 
their Master. Neither the Galilean 
fisherman nor the amazing Jew of 
Tarsus had tasted any sting in death, 
only joy at finally meeting again the 
Son of Man Whom they had served 
even to their last breath. 
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DEPARTURE 


Father Zimbaldi receives his Mis- 
sionary Cross from Monsignor Jobs, 
Detroit Director of the Propagation 
of the Faith. 
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Father Zimbaldi gives his Mission- 
ary blessing to well-wishers as they ra 
kiss bis cross. So 
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Father Cadei presents bis Mission- 
ary Cross to youngsters to kiss after 
the Departure Ceremony. 
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JOURNEY 
TO 
BURMA 


by John Zimbaldi, P.1.M.E. 


But on coming to the U. S. I was 
afraid of frightening the youngsters 
and so shaved it off. Without it, I 
managed to get along quite well 
with the students of St. Charles’ 
parish in Newport, Michigan where 
I worked as assistant to the Pastor. 
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At the Honolulu airport I discover- 
ed this motor-scooter which re- 
minded me of the sassy Vespas used 
in Italy. But no time for bomesick- 
ness — on to Japan. 


While home in Italy, I sported this 
beautiful Van Dyke beard. 


After a year in the United States, I 
was sorry to leave all the wonderful 
people I bad met during my stay. 
But at long last I was on my way 
to the missions. 


bod 
Though shy, these well- mannered 
children made me feel that I bad 
lived in Japan all my life. But Japan 
was only on the way to my future 
home in northern Burma. 





The next stop, Hong Kong, had 
many surprises in store. In this snap- 
shot, the building to the right 
houses PIME Fathers who are 
studying the intricate Chinese lan- 


&uUage. 


Cinemogul Father Cadei 
the tour riding backwards. 


Another view of the Pagoda’s gold- 


leafed spires. 


Not everyone can catch the Asian 
flu in Asia, but both Father Cadei 
and I manage to do it. We conva- 
lesced for ten days before continu- 
ing on our way to Burma. 
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Rangoon is a large Buddbist center. 
Here is the entrance of the Shwe 
Dagon Pagoda, largest in the Budd- 
bist world. 


3 a ? , 
On the day following we visited the 
Memorial built by the British to 
honor the soldiers killed in Burma 
dyring World War II. 27,000 graves 
of men of many different nationali- 
ties fill the surrounding cemetery. 
(left to right, Fathers Beniamini, 
Zimbaldi, Camnasio and Abbiati). 





Here I am with one of the fifty 
Chinese Priests working with our 
PIME Fathers in Hong Kong. Their 
help is invaluable to PIME Bishop 
Lawrence Bianchi of Hong Kong 
who must care for the Spiritual 
needs of over two million refugee 
Chinese who escaped from Red 
China to the British Colony. 
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Bonzes or Buddhist monks begging 
for food. The Burmese believe that 
they gain special merits by contri- 
buting to them. 
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Finally we arrive at Kentung, the 
Diocesan center of another PIME 
Bishop, F. Guercilena. Our bearts 
are warm with love as the Kentunz 
Christians come to present us wit 
gifts of welcome. 


Burma at last! And off for a site- 
seeing tour of the capitol, Rangoon. 
My pedicab driver was very helpful 
in pointing out the important spots 
to be seen. 


This is one of the smaller 68 shrines 
built by wealthy Buddbists near the 
Pagoda. 
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Both Father Cadei and myself are 
indeed privileged to work with this 
genial “Bishop of the Jungles.” 
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CORNER OF PARADISE 


by Caesar Colombo, P.1.M.E. 


Superintendent, Kengtung Leper Colony, Burma 


In a far away Burmese village, 
there was a woman of distinction 
who had been born in the north part 
of the Shan states and had come 
East to Kengtung as a Protestant 
missionary. She was bitterly anti- 
Catholic and for many years she 
caused us endless troubles. She had 
had many sons, one of them a Prot- 
estant minister. She lived with him, 
taking a very active part in the af- 
fairs of his denomination. 

A sad day dawned, however, when 
white stains appeared on her face. 
Open and purulent sores appeared. 
She was a leper. 

The son, unable to keep her, built 
a bamboo hut for her on the out- 
skirts of the village and during the 
first few months of exile she had 
many visitors. They brought her rice, 
salt, red peppers, and fresh fruit. 
But later, the visitors became fewer 
and fewer until the old woman re- 
mained completely alone and de- 
serted. 

It was not by chance that I hap- 
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pened to pass through the village 
near which she lived. But when she 
heard that a Catholic priest was 
coming, she closed the door of her 
hut. In Burma, here, to close the 
door when a visitor comes is a great 
insult. Even though I had come to 
the village for the express purpose of 
seeing her, I was not discouraged. 
I approached her hut. “Don’t take 
the trouble to open the door,” I said, 
“I know that you are sick and I can 
open the door myself.” 

I entered. On the bare ground half 
covered by rags and in the dim light 
I could just see her unfortunate hu- 
man form. The only sign of life was 
in her eyes. They were bright with 
fever, and now anger—anger at the 
sight of a Catholic priest. I left the 
door open; no one had followed me. 
I sat down beside her and for a long 
time did not say a single word. I 
knew that not very long ago she had 
been invited to go to a Catholic 
Leper Colony and that without re- 
plying she spat on the ground. 
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At length I said: “Perhaps you 
have decided to die here all alone 
like a dog, rather than come to my 
leper colony. I know, however, that 
you are a Christian and I have come 
to tell you that as Jesus loved lepers 
and cured many of them, so I also 
as a Christian and a priest, am try- 
ing to do for lepers whatever I can.” 

It was a long time before I re- 
ceived an answer. But, finally, when 
I noticed that she wanted to change 
her position, I bent down to help her. 
She murmured in my ears: “Priest, 
take me with you.” 

AT THE LEPER COLONY 

She arrived at the Leper Colony 
one evening at sunset, on an oxcart. 
Her face wore an expression of both 
contempt and fear. 

This leper settlement is in a val- 
ley. On three sides it is surrounded 
by low hills covered with green 
trees; about half-way up the hills 
all around as in a crown, there are 
the huts of the lepers, one close to 
the other, and protected by high 
trees. The huts appear clean, white 
and silent. In the middle there is a 
Church. It is open to wind and 
rain, but it can gather my 600 lepers 
for the celebration of Mass and other 
religious services. Next to the 
Church there is my frame house, the 
sisters’ house and the huts of the 
patients who are more ill. At the 
bottom of the valley, there is a small 
artificial lake and further on, you 
can see the river winding its way 
through the rice fields. 

The sun had just set and sitting 
outside the door of my house, I tried 
to calm the old leper lady as she 
was sitting near me staring into 
space. In this equatorial zone, night 
follows sunset immediately. While 
talking to her, I could see the lepers 
getting ready to say the Rosary. 

Walking is particularly painful for 
lepers and I have always _ insisted 
that they recite the Rosary close to 
their huts. The girls were the first 
to pray: their hut is on the left 
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side of the hill, just above the lake. 
There are about a hundred of them 
and their voices seemed to rise from 
the lake. Immediately after, other 
groups began their recitation. There 
is a moment when the whole valley 
and wood nearby resounded with one 
prayer alone. ... I looked at 
the old lady; she had raised her head 
and was looking around, unable to 
understand what was _ happening: 
“They pray,” I said, “and if you al- 
low me I will join them in their 
prayers, too.” I started the recita- 
tion of the Rosary alone. 





The first lights appeared in the 
nearby cemetery which is on the 
right side of the hill. It is a simple 
plot of ground surrounded by a green 
fence; there are no monuments, only 


rough wooden crosses, but before 
each cross there is a small pot of 
flowers. A group of lepers have gone 
to recite their rosary at the ceme- 
tery. They have now lighted their 
torches, and these give a bright light 
as the lepers move around the cross- 
es of the cemetery. Other torches 
are lighted outside the huts. Every- 
where on the three sides of the hill 
are lepers, torches, prayers, and 
song. At that moment the entire val- 
ley seems ablaze. You have the im- 
pression that hundreds of fireflies are 
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MR. AND MRS. WILFRED CARRIERE 
Phone 2894 ESCANABA, MICH. 
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moving under the thick foliage of 
the trees. The girls have ended the 
recitation of the Rosary and start a 
hymn in honor of the Blessed Virgin. 
At the beginning they are singing 
alone, but soon the other groups 
join them. 

THE POWER OF THE ROSARY 

The day she said to me, “Father, 
teach me how to say the Rosary,” I 
was very happy. After she learned 
it, she asked for instructions and now 
she is a Catholic, a fervent Catholic. 
She always wears a medal of the 
Blessed Mother. 

A few months after her conver- 
sion, her son, as if by chance came 
to see her for the first time. “What 
is it that you wear around your 
neck?” 

The old mother lowered her eyes, 
looked at the medal, took it in the 
palm of her hand—a hand whose 
fingers have already been consumed 
by leprosy—and lifting the medal to 
her lips, she kissed it. “You are a 
Christian: you call yourself a pastor, 
and you do not know how to recog- 
nize the Mother of Jesus Christ?” 

That very evening the old woman 
came and squatted at my side. 

“If you like, we can recite the 
Rosary together,” I said. 

The first pine torches started to 
burn in the cemetery. The songs 
followed as in that first evening, but 
before the stronger lepers could 
come over for an evening chat, I 
asked the old lady: ‘Are you now 
happy that you came to the leper 
settlement of the Catholic priest?” 

She smiled and finally she said: 
“Father I am so very happy. It is so 
beautiful to stay here. This is indeed 
a corner of Paradise.” 

Those words spoken by a leper, 
really filled my heart with joy. 
Where there is Faith, a leper settle- 
ment is no more a hovel of despair; 
where there is the light of the Faith 
and the sweet comfort of devotion 
to Our Blessed Mother, a leper col- 
ony is really transformed into a cor- 
ner of Paradise. 
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AN EASTER RESOLVE 


by A. De Battista, P.I.M.E. 


Tomorrow is Easter. As last year 
I will hold solemn Pontifical High 
Mass in my Church which officially 
bears the name of Cathedral. In real- 
ity, it is the only building in my mis- 
sion which deserves the name of a 
Church. There will be, as usual, a 
large crowd of Catholics from the 
city and nearby villages, and a good 
number of Protestants and _ non- 
Christians attracted by the solemn 
ceremonies. There will be, as usual, 
some confusion because all will wish 
to come into the Church and the 
Church is simply not large enough to 
hold them. . . . Of the Catholics, all 
will want to be the first to go to 
Confession and to receive Com- 
munion. . . . But that is Easter in 
India where noise and confusion are 
also expressions of Faith and enthusi- 
asm. 

But what about missionaries under 
my care? How will they spend 
Easter? With what solemnity will 
they be able to celebrate Holy Mass? 
I have especially in mind the mission- 
aries in the five new districts which 
I have just recently opened; they 
have neither Church nor Chapel. 
They have only mud huts covered 
with dried palm leaves where they 
reside and in them they must live 
with all their belongings, their cloth- 
ing, books, medicines, portable altar, 
etc. 

Not very long ago one of them 
wrote: “Each morning I take down 
the door from the hinges, put it over 
two cases and thus I build an altar 
for the Mass. For half an hour the 
open air before my hut becomes a 
Cathedral. The same routine is re- 
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peated in the evening for the recita- 
tion in common of the Holy Rosary 
and for the instruction to my cate- 
chumens.” 

I can well imagine how solemn a 
High Mass they will be able to cele- 
brate on this Easter Sunday. Most of 
them are young missionaries recently 
arrived in the missions, and with 
memories still fresh of the beautiful 
churches back at home. What will 
they think about being deprived of 
the Blessed Sacrament which they 
cannot keep in the tabernacle (no 
tabernacle) even when they come 
back from a long trip for a few days 
rest? 

Last week we made our annual 
retreat all together. The retreat mas- 
ter insisted: “You must always keep 
near to the Blessed Sacrament and 
visit Him often during the day when 
you are at home. It is to Him that 
you must confide the heartaches of 











your life, your joys, your labors, your 
successes and your failures. Only 
Jesus in the tabernacle can be the 
valid support of your life and of your 
vocation.” 

I thought to myself: ‘Beautiful 
words, great truth, my dear ketreat 
Master, but you work in the large 
city where every priest has his home 
and a Church in which the Blessed 
Sacrament is kept.” 

I could not help feeling remorse. 
Is it not my fault that they are with- 
out proper living quarters and with- 
out a Chapel to keep the Blessed 
Sacrament? Why did I send them 
there? Why have I opened these new 
districts? In the last few years, this 
mission has grown enormously, and 
we have had more than 66 thousand 
converts. Moreover, in many districts 
where we have not had a Catholic for 
years and years, there is now a great 
surge of conversions. Should I refuse 
them entrance into the Mystical 
Body? If I delay, will it be possible 
to win them tomorrow? Communism 
and atheistic propaganda is making 
headway among them, 


I felt I could not delay and so I 
have opened these new mission dis- 
tricts and have sent to them all the 
priests I had available, the youngest 
and most inexperienced of them, 
without even the hope of a house or 
a chapel. In their enthusiasm and 
generous spirit of sacrifice they have 
adapted themselves well, even to liv- 
ing in mud huts as the outcast people 
who surround them, 

A few days ago one of these pio- 
neers came to me and said: “Bishop, 
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I cannot continue alone any longer. 
There are already eight large villages 
who wish to become Catholic. That 
means two thousand souls and I have 
other requests from other villages. 
Please, Bishop, send me a priest to 
help me; otherwise, we will lose 
them.” 

“You are without a house, without 
a chapel and you are asking me for 
another companion?” 

“It doesn’t matter, Bishop. We will 
arrange somehow and Divine Provi- 
dence will help us. What is important 
is to convert these souls while they 
are ready to come to us.” 

And so I assigned to him the only 
remaining priest I had available. 

But this is not a healthy situation. 
Responsible as I am for their spiri- 
tual and material welfare, I cannot 
remain with folded arms doing noth- 
ing. But what can I do? I have 
no means to help them and the only 
thing I could do is to resolve not to 
open any more missionary districts 
until my missioners have the bare 
essentials, modest living quarters, 
and a chapel, in which to keep the 
Blessed Sacrament. It pains me to 
make this decision on Easter Sunday. 
It pains me because I know that 
thousands and thousands of souls will 
become more of a prey to Commu- 
nist propaganda. Communists seem 
to lack nothing; they have the money, 
the books, the buildings, and what is 
more important, the men to infiltrate 
every village, every hamlet in this 
corner of the world. 

Two thousand years ago, Christ 
rose from the dead to bring to the 
world the message of Resurrection, 
the message of new life—and here I 
am one of his Apostles about to re- 
solve to withhold this glorious mes- 
sage from the very people who are 
asking for it. To avoid making this 
tragic resolve, help is needed to pro- 
vide the material means to bring the 
message of the Risen Christ to the 
masses clamoring for it. It is your 
help that is needed. May I hope that 
it will be forthcoming soon? 
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GOLD! 


By Louis Pozzoli, P.I.M.E. 

Real opportunities come few and 
far between in this part of the world, 
Fatimapuram of India’s West Goda- 
vari District; and I have a gold- 
plated one, figuratively speaking, 
waiting for me at this moment. 

In this underdeveloped, forested 
area I look after the Christians of 
twenty villages, only six villages 
have schools — poor as they may 
be. It was quite_a shock when the 
official of the Works Development 
Department approached me with this 
proposal: “Father, why don’t you 
and the Missionaries begin construct- 
ing a chain of schools for the area?” 

I did not even have a chance to 
bemoan the lack of funds as he con- 
tinued: “A deposit of only 500 Rupees 
(about $104.00) will be needed be- 
fore starting the construction, but 
once the construction is underway, 
the Government will underwrite one- 
half the cost.” Just imagine, I thought 
to myself, good stable buildings of 
brick and mortar to replace the six 
ramshackle huts. That would really 
be a lift in morale for the poor peo- 
ple in this area. 

I listened carefully as the plan was 
further explained: it sounded quite 
like the hospital venture suggested 
to Father Pagano by local Indian 
authorities some time ago. That hos- 
pital plan had succeeded admirably 
after being initiated and directed by 
Father Pagano. 

For our first school, construction 
costs would be 6,300 Rupees (approxi- 
mately $1,400.00); but once this is 
completed, 3,000 Rupees would in 
turn be used to begin construction of 
the second school. This procedure 
would be continued until we had six 
“shiny-new” brick and mortar schools 
to replace the mud ones that become 
half-washed away with each mon- 
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soon. More schools could follow later. 

Will today’s youngsters be a gen- 
eration for Christ, of Whom they 
could learn in the schools? I now 
have the opportunity to build—when 
I have that important deposit of 500 
rupees ($104.00) to start the ball 
rolling, 

I must — we must — move fast to 
keep the children from becoming a 
generation for Marxist Communistic 
heresy. 


3 _ to help: 
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VOCATION FOLIO FOR WOMEN 


THE MISSION SISTERS OF 
ST. FRANCIS XAVIER 
invite young women who desire to 
dedicate their lives to God in the mis- 
sion fields of Japan and India to write to: 
MOTHER SUPERIOR 
CONVENT of ST. FRANCIS XAVIER 
WARREN, MICHIGAN 
Phone: Slocum 8-0132 


THE DOMINICAN 
CONTEMPLATIVES OF TEXAS 


Invite you to join their ranks as a 
cloistered nun or as an extern 
sister (not cloistered). 

Write today for further information: 
MONASTERY OF THE INFANT JESUS 
1501 LOTUS LANE 
LUFKIN, TEXAS 


GENEROUS 
Y/, 


who wish to devote their lives 
Wfy,| 





to the conversion and educa- 
tion of the Natives of Oceania 
and to the care of Lepers in 
the South Sea Islands and in 
Jamaica, may address the 
Mother Superior, Regional 
House, Marist Missionary 
Sisters, Framingham Center, 





Mass. 
Write today for the new 
leaflets, “Marist Hands of 


Mercy” and “Action This 
Day.”’ 


THE SERVANTS OF RELIEF 
FOR INCURABLE CANCER 
Dominican Sisters. Congregation of St. 
Rose of Lima. Young women desiring to 
devote their lives to the religious service 
of Christ's afflicted poor are earnestly 

invited to write to: 

REVEREND MOTHER SUPERIOR 
ROSARY HILL HOME (C.W.) 
HAWTHORNE, N. Y. 
or Phone Pleasantville 2-0114 








FRANCISCAN 


Sisters For Africa 
172 Foster St., Brighton 35, Mass. 
BERNARDINE SISTERS, O.S.F. 


need vocations for teaching, nursing, for- 
eign missions, retreat work, caring for 
orphans and the aged. Provincial Houses 
in Reading, Pa., Stamford, Conn., Dearborn, 
Mich. 


The Missionary 
Sisters of St. Ann 
of Providence 


Invite Young Ladies who wish 
to consecrate their lives to the 
teaching of Christ's little ones 
in Nursery Schools, Parish 
Work, Catechism and many 
other forms of Apostolate at 
Home or in Foreign Missions. 
Write: SUPERIOR (C.L.) 
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
Convetnt 
Barnesboro, Pennsylvania 
No Financial Obligations 


WONDERING ABOUT 
YOUR VOCATION? 


Would you like to spend a few days with 
the Oblate Sisters of St. Francis de Sales 
and think it over? If religious life attracts 
you, you could get a bird's-eye view of con- 
vent life IN GENERAL and have many 
your questions answered through inform 
contact with the Sisters. 

For further information, please contact 

SISTER BERTHA GONZAGA 


Villa Aviat, Childs, Maryland: 


THE SISTERS ADORERS OF 
THE MOST PRECIOUS BLOOD 


invite girls and young women 
who are desirous of promoting 
a greater devotion to the Most 
Precious Blood, to join them 
in a life of prayer, sacrifice, 
and labor. The Sisters teach 
in schools and academies, con- 
duct retreats, care for the 
aged, and work in the home 
missions. Write today for in- 
formation. Mother Provincial, 
St. doseph Convent, Columbia, 
Pa., to Dept. C.L. 
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a MISSIONARY SISTERS 
: were «= Would you like to become a 
Pallottine Sister? As a Reli- 
gious of this Community you 
= can use all your talents: 
Nurse, teach, do catechetical 
or social and domestic work. 
For information write to: 
REV. MOTHER PROVINCIAL 
ST. MARY'S CONVENT & 
NOVITIATE — Dept. CL 
900 McCoy Rd. 
Huntington 1, West Virginia 


Generalate: 
MARYVIEW, VILLANOVA, PA. 


VOCATION DIGEST OF 
THE SISTERS OF LORETTO 


A free booklet describing the work of an 
American Sisterhood devoted to the aposto- 
late of Catholic education. If you are in- 
terested in giving your life to God in this 
work, write today’ for your copy. 


ADDRESS: Vocation Digest, 
Loretto Motherhouse (C.L.) 
Nerinx P.O., Kentucky 


AFRICA NEEDS MISSIONARIES 
for SCHOOLS - HOSPITALS 
DISPENSARIES 
Catechetical and Social Works 
BE A WHITE SISTER 
For Information Write to: 
The Missionary Sisters 


Of Our Lady of Africa 
WHITE SISTERS 
MARY GLENN 
R. D. 2—Franklin (C.) Penn. 
Founded in the Archdiocese of Detroit 
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ting This is LIVING! 


them Entrants prepare in our NEW Novitiate here 


‘ifice, to help in education, medicine, nursing and 
teach social work. Our work is in over 30 missions 
con- in Africa. The flower of the Congregation’s 


the work is the training of an African Sister- 
home @ hood. Join these happy Missionary Sisters 
or in- to return your talents to God. Specialized 
incial, @ training is provided. Send promptly for 
mbia, your copy of the photo folder and detailed 
information. Write to Mother Superior (C.L.): 








VOCATION FOLIO FOR WOMEN 


THE JOYOUS ST. FRANCIS 
OF ASSISI INVITES YOU 


to consider how wonderful a thing it will be 

to give your life to God. 

* In the sublime work of Catholic education. 

* In the Christlike service of those who need 
unselfish love and intelligent professional 
care—the sick, the poor, the old, the 
friendless, and forgotten. 

For sincere, personal help in deciding what 
God may want you to do write to: Dept. CL. 
REV. MOTHER PROVINCIAL 
SCHOOL SISTERS OF ST. FRANCIS 
LA VERNA HEIGHTS 
SAVANNAH, MISSOURI 
(formerly Chillicothe, Mo.) 


SISTERS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 


offer a life of joy, adventure and 
peace to girls having the courage 
to respond to the call of the Good 
Shepherd to help in the care and 
guidance of confused and rejected 
girls with problems too big for them 
to solve alone. To give these teen- 
agers a new and real purpose for 
living by giving them warm ac- 
ceptance, love, security and guid- 
ance is the special work of the 
Good Shepherd Sisters. Send for 
descriptive literature to: 


SISTER MARY ST. EDWIN 
CONVENT of the GOOD SHEPHERD 
3801 Gravois Ave., Dept. CL 
St. Lovis 16, Missouri 


THE SISTERS OF THE 
PRECIOUS BLOOD 


the Preparatory School (high school) or the 
Postulate, devote themselves to teaching, 
nursing, care of orphans and aged, domes- 
tic work in seminaries and episcopal resi- 
dences, and the making of vestments and 
altar breads. The Congregation enjoys the 
privilege of Perpetual Adoration. Appli- 
cants may enter 
For further information write to: 

DIRECTRESS OF VOCATIONS—Fatima Hall 
4830 Salem Avenue Dayton 16, Ohio 


SISTERS OF ST. FRANCIS 
of Maryville, Missouri 


Teach, conduct hospitals, or- 
phanages, and a school of 
nursing. Young women desirous 
of consecrating their lives to 
God and sharing in this noble 
work may apply to the 
MOTHER GENERAL 
MOUNT ALVERNO CONVENT 
Dept. Cl, Maryville, Mo. 














by Dr. Peter Stanlis 


On October 5-13, 1957, over 2500 
delegates from ninety nations of the 
world gathered in Rome to partici- 
pate in the Second World Congress 
for the Lay Apostolate. In Rome ac- 
tive preparations for this unique 
world-wide meeting of lay Catholics 
were being made since last Feb- 
ruary. The foundation for this 
historic meeting was laid after the 
First World Congress for the Lay 
Apostolate in 1951, when Pope Pius 
XII created the Permanent Commit- 
tee for International Congresses for 
the Lay Apostolate. Since then vari- 
ous continental congresses have been 
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The Holy Father received the - 
minent Chinese jurist and author, 
Dr. John C. H. Wu and Dr. Paul 
K. T. Sib, official representative of 
Chinese Catholics, in private audt- 
ence at Castelgandolfo during the 
Second World Congress of the Lay 
Apostolate last October. 


held: Africa (Uganda, 1953), Asia 
(Philippines, 1955), ete. In Latin 
America, out of 398 diocese, 204 na- 
tional secretariats for the Lay Apos- 
tolate have been established since 
October, 1956. By September, 1957, 
the active membership of the Lay 
Apostolate in Latin America totaled 
6,141,341. 


But the great importance of the 
Lay Apostolate movement is not to 
be measured only by its numbers, the 
amazing speed of its growth, or its 
universality. Many delegates, includ- 
ing the entire Japanese delegation, 
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paid all their own expenses of the 
trip to Rome. Every delegate made 
intellectual preparations for this 
Congress and took an active part in 
the various seminar discussions, 


RENAISSANCE OF THE LAITY 

Not since the Medieval period has 
the laity been so zealous in bring- 
ing Christ and His Church to help 
solve the practical problems of so- 
ciety. There is no question that the 
Second World Congress accomplished 
much, and that these meetings of 
Lay Apostolate will grow in import- 
ance. The Lay Apostolate movement 
may largely determine the nature 
and extent of the growth of the 
Church in the world, and its success 
in converting society to Christian 
principles. 

Among the outstanding leaders at- 
tending the Congress were two prom- 
inent Chinese Catholics, Dr. John C. 
H. Wu and Dr. Paul K. T. Sih, both 
of Seton Hall University, New Jer- 
sey. Before their return to the United 
States they were received by Pope 
Pius XII in private audience at Cas- 
telgandolfo. Dr. Wu presented a re- 
print of his most recent article on 
Law, and Dr. Sih offered his book 
in Italian Da Confucio a Christo to 
the Supreme Pontiff, who received 
them with great pleasure. 

Dr. Wu delivered the keynote ad- 
dress to the Congress, In his theme 
“The World’s Need,” Dr. Wu told the 
2,500 delegates that the world’s great- 
est need is “to restore all things in 
Christ. The first thing to restore is 
our own souls.” Dr. Wu continued: 
“We are living in an age frought 
at once with the greatest dangers 
and the greatest hopes. We need 
most of all to invoke the Holy Spirit 
to enkindle our hearts with the in- 
tensest fire of love, to enlighten our 
minds with the brightest light of 
wisdom, and instill into our souls a 
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spirit of fearlessness in the face of 
dangers.” 


EAST AND WEST 

In his conclusion, Dr. Wu stressed 
the importance and urgency of the 
meeting of the East and West. “The 
true East and the true West are 
only to be found in Christ,” he point- 
ed out. “If the East does not find 
the West in Christ, it will never 
meet the West and love it. If the 
West does not find the East in Christ, 
it will never meet the East and love 
it. If the East becomes Westernized 
apart from Christ, it will become 
worse than the West. If the West is 
Easternized apart from Christ, it will 
become worse than the East. If East 
and West are married outside of the 
one true Church, in a moment of in- 
fatuation, the union will not last and 
will produce only monsters. Only 
when the East and the West are 
united in the bosom of Christ will 
they truly love each other with the 
love of Christ. Only then will their 
union be like ‘the tree that gives 
life, bearing its fruit twelvefold, one 
yield for each month,’ and whose 
leaves ‘bring health to all nations’ 
(Apocalypse 22:2).” 


DR. SIH RECOMMENDS 

Dr. Sih, as official representative 
of the Chinese Catholics, designated 
by Archbishop Joseph Kuo of Taipei, 
Taiwan, was chairman of the work- 
shop on culture and “The Asian Day.” 
As director of the Institute of Far 
Eastern Studies at Seton Hall Uni- 
versity, Dr. Sih was the most quali- 
fied delegate at the Congress to re- 
view the past and plan for the fu- 
ture work of the lay apostolate in 
Asia. 

The workshop on culture was con- 
ducted in English. Dr, Sih recom- 
mended to the delegates the program 
of the lay apostolate experienced in 
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New Jersey under the guidance of 
Bishop James McNulty of Paterson. 
In particular he mentioned the apos- 
tolate of the laity for foreign re- 
“The program institutes a new 
endeavor to prepare members of the 
laity for teaching, for social work, 
and for other forms of a lay aposto- 
late in foreign lands.” The discussion 
group which followed Dr. Sih’s talk 
showed great interest in his report. 

Dr. Sih outlined the method of 
organizing the laity and preparing 
them for their apostolic work: ‘They 
work under the Bishop of their re- 
spective Diocese and in cooperation 
with the religious orders working 
in the Diocese. In New Jersey, 
said Dr. Sih, “Their first house was 
given to them by Bishop McNulty 
and is known as the Community 
House of the Diocese of Paterson. 
It is so situated that they receive 
their academic training at Seton Hall 
University and their preparation for 
the building trades with the Salesian 
Fathers of Paterson at the Don Bos- 
co Institute.” In the audience discus- 
sion which followed his talk, it was 
agreed that above all else any pro- 
grams for the laity must be practi- 
cal to the needs of the people they 
are to serve, 


gions: 


STEPS TO GREATER 
UNDERSTANDING 

The following program was adopt- 
ed after the discussions on the work- 
shop devoted to “Meeting between 
Africans and Asians on the one hand 
and Europeans and Americans on the 
other—in Europe and America re- 
spectively:” 

1. Award scholarships for chosen 
African and Asian students (they 
will also be able to do sound apostolic 
work for their non-Christian com- 
patriots in Africa, Europe and Asia); 

2. Appoint specialized chaplains 
for work with African and Asian stu- 
dents; 

3. Promote the responsibility of 
these students within their own rac- 
ial and national groups; 
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4. Form international apostolic 
groups and groups for friendly con- 
tacts through the initiative of stu- 
dents and Catholic organizations; 

5. Open up parishes, families, or- 
ganizations and institutions to foreign 
students; 

6. Give African and Asian Catho- 
lic students a chance to become ac- 
quainted with the riches and tradi- 
tions and organization of the Church 
in Europe and America; 

7. Establish in each country a 
coordinating centre, approved by the 
Hierarchy, for promoting apostolic 
and social work for students in 
Europe and Africa. This centre could 
select students for scholarships. All 
of the above points apply not only to 
students, but also workers, trainees 
in industry, technology, etc. 
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Burmese, Ceylonese, Korean and 
Chinese delegates exchange greet- 
ings before theDomus Mariae cen- 
ter. 


ASIA’$ DAY AT ROME 

The “Asian Day” conference was 
attended by more than 250 delegates 
from seventeen units in Asia, Each 
unit made an oral report on the lay 
apostolate in its area. In his prepared 
paper for this regional conference, 
Dr. Sih emphasized the urgent need 
of spiritual unity between East and 
West: ‘My three extensive trips to 
the Far East in the last two years 
have convinced me that the problem 
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in the East, notably in East Asia, is 
no longer one of convincing people 
people of the evil nature of Commun- 
ism and the importance of religious 
faith. Their need, rather, is for a 
positive and effective guidance that 
will lead them to the religious faith 
of Christianity and enable them to 
experience a truly spiritual unity with 
the West and the entire Free World 
of Mankind. That is the challenge 
and the opportunity presented to the 
Catholic Church. Christ’s Church is 
the only spiritual force capable of 
providing this deepest need of the 
peoples of Asia. They long for that 
universal communion which Christ 
alone can satisfy.” 

Dr. Sih also emphasized the duty 
of the Catholic Orientalists to un- 
derstand the Asian people: ‘There 
are three things which must be seri- 
ously considered for the sake of the 
lay apostolate in Asia: (1) integra- 
tion of traditional values with Chris- 
tian teachings; (2) the spiritual in- 
terpretation of the Scriptures; (3) 
the importance of the intelligentsia. 

In order to achieve this aim we have 
to set up an International Catholic 
Asian Research Institute, possibly in 
Rome, an institute which would be 
concerned with the Asian world as 
a whole and in its distinct parts. 
Other institutes, those now existing 
and those additional institutes to be 
founded throughout the Western and 
Asian worlds, should become formal- 
ly associated with this central in- 
stitute.” Dr. Sih’s proposal was 
unanimously passed by the Asian re- 
tional conference. 

Three other projects are neces- 
sary, according to Dr. Sih, to pro- 
mote the lay apostolate in Asia: 
A Catholic university in Free China, 
training centers in lay missionary 
leadership, and a center for publica- 
tions. 


LAITY’S VOCATION 
Many of the conclusions drawn at 


the workship on Culture and the 
“Asian Day” apply as well to all the 
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Dr. Paul K. T. Sih, appointed by 
Archbishop Joseph Kuo of Taipei, 
Formosa, to represent Chinese 
Catholics at the Congress, was chair- 
man of the workshop on culture 


and “The Asian Day.” 


continents of the world. The dele- 
gates at the Second World Congress 
for the Lay Apostolate agreed that 
every Catholic has an apostolic mis- 
sion to live up to his spiritual re- 
sponsibilities in society at large. The 
vocation for the apostolate is an es- 
sential element in a Christian life. It 
should not be regarded as external 
to our Christian duties, as an artific- 
ial growth, but as an activity which 
infuses family life, professional activ- 
ities and society itself with the prin- 
ciples and spirit of Catholic Chris- 
tianity. The apostolic conscience of 
Catholic laymen throughout’ the 
world must serve the Church in its 
secular mission, if the Church univer- 
sal is to remain free to bring man- 
kind to spiritual and social salvation. 
At the end of this Second World 
Congress for the Lay Apostolate, Dr. 
Veronese stated to Italian and for- 
eign journalists that the delegates 
who had attended the First Congress 
noted far greater fervor, practical 
cooperation and urgency among the 
various movements of the lay apos- 
tolate than existed even six years 
ago. Clearly, the lay apostolate has 
fostered a deeper understanding by 
the great masses of Catholics of their 
duties as Christians within the pres- 
ent society. Perhaps no movement 
within the Church holds more hope 
for the future of the Church and the 
world than the lay apostolate. 
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FLOWER IN THE STORM 


CARTOON STORY - PART 1 DESIGNS BY MAGGI 


THIS IS A STORY told by a little Chinese girl Mei, little "flower". She tells how she is caught in the 
storm of Communism as it terrorizes all China, Our story takes place in Kaifeng, capital of Honan 
province in central China. Since 1948 the Communists have waged hot and cold war to gain complete 
control of the Chinese people. Foreign missionaries were among the first to be restricted in their 
activities, but when the Red Government tried to impose their ''Three Independence Movement" on 
the Catholic Church, the Bishop answered that: 'We cannot separate ourselves from the Pope and 
Rome," A savage newspaper campaign is waged against anyone opposing the Communist Government, 
The so-called "Imperialist Bishop Pollio" nevertheless is supported by his faithful Christians, spear- 
headed by the Legion of Mary. The climax to this cold war to gain control of the church is brought 
about on April Ist, 1951, when a Communist youth group stages a wild demonstration outside the 
Cathedral, The faithful Christians are brought into the turmoil to protest and suddenly, as planned, 
the Red Leader moves in to arrest the Bishop and his missionaries stating that they are responsible 
for STIRRING UP THE CHINESE PEOPLE AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT. 


22 Archbishop Pollio, Father Crotti and 
Piccinini and Brother Quartieri are led 
to Communist police headquarters under 
escort on the night of April 1, 1951. 


At the prison they are questioned 

until midnight with no chance to defend 
themselves, This is ended by the 

Red Officer's statement: "The people's 
government will be ruthless against 
traitors and imperialists, You no 
longer will oppress the people.” 

The missionaries are given "numbers" 
as crimminals and led to separate cells, 





24 During the nights that follow, the Red police 
break into the homes of many Christians, 
and twenty people are arrested for remaining 5 And so Mei's Mother and Grandmother are 
loyal to the Archbishop and the Church, frightened by a knock on the door one night, 
"Who is it?" 


27 “There is only one way to show that you 
are really loyal to our country. Sign this 
paper saying that you approve of the arrest 


of the Bishop -- otherwise you all go to jail." 


26 You participated in the demonstration for 
the Bishop last Sunday, Mrs, Chao." 
The Grandmother urges her daughter to 
remain faithful to the Church, 


28 Little Mei cries she is afraid and her Mother weakens as she fears for the safety 
of her child. The next day, the newspapers announce that even the faithful 
Mrs, Chao has sided with the Red Government against the Archbishop and the Churd 





29 April 25, 1951, three weeks after their arrest, Bishop Pollio and his Missionaries are taken from 
jail and brought to the main theater in Kaifeng for a so-called "Popular Trial", The false witnesses 
are to be the small group of intimidated Christians. 
her charges, and pale and excited she says: "I, 
now I understand they are imperialist... 
Archbishop and his ties with the Pope," 


Mei's mother is compelled to repeat publicly 
too, was a follower of these foreign priests, but 
I believe we should free our Chinese Church from the 


30 A Red organizer incites the mob by crying: "DEATH TO IMPERIALIST POLLIO". The people 
go wild, 


31 Little Mei is innocently 
enchanted with the ex- 


But when she sees 33 Mrs, Chao tries to 
citement,. 


someone strike the distract Mei with candy, 
Bishop, she askes: but the little girl cries 
"Why do they do that, as they march the Bishop 
Momne?" away to jail. 


The innocent child is terrorized by the cruel things she sees and later in the next instalments 
proves that the strength of China is in her children, 
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AND 


THE 


PIME 


SEMINARIAN 


In our new Ss, Peter & Paul Mission Seminary 
this young man prays that other generous young men 
will join him in studying for the missionary priesthood 
-- to bring the love of The Sacred Heart to the millions 
still waiting to learn of it. 


For more information, please write: 
Rev. H. Bellinato, P.I.M.E. 
Vocations Director 
Missionaries of Ss. Peter & Paul 
121 East Boston Boulevard 
Detroit 2, Michigan 





